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Making resources your own

Departments often have a bank of resources which teachers will be 

expected to use. In a time pressured profession, this should be useful but 

actually creates a challenge. When teaching a topic you are unfamiliar 

with, how can you take the suggested resource and use it effectively? 

When seeing use of a resource by a colleague, how can you then adapt 

this and make it your own?

We will look at some examples, model some strategies and facilitate 

consideration of what effective adaptation can look like.

Example resources will be drawn from A level maths topics but strategies 

could be adapted across any year group.



Why did we run this 

session?



SOW.doc

The big folder

Think of your experience(s) of joining a 

maths department.

Discuss:

• What resources were available?

• How were they organised or shared?





Case studies



Sample space diagrams

Image taken from Goldie, Hanrahan, Moore, Muscat, Whitehouse (2017), 

A level Mathematics for Year 1 and AS, 4th Edition, Hodder



Donkey Derby



Sampling table



Group task



Examining the resources 

• What do you think the intention of this resources was?

• Try to think of three (or more) other ways you could use this in 

the classroom

• Evaluate each in terms of:

• Effectiveness

• Effort required to setup

• How much adaptation required

• How transferrable are your adaptations to other resources?



Conclusion



Making a resource your own

So what does effective adaptation 

of a resource look like for you?
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